
“Words” Cont’d on page 3 

HAPPY  
NEW  
YEAR 

 Every month for nearly 20 
years, I have composed the words that 
are the heading for my monthly contri-
bution to the/a newsletter:  Words 
From The Path! 

 I can recall sitting in my office 
back in the early 90’s in Jasper, Ala-
bama and contemplating a title or head-
ing for my contribution to the newslet-
ter, or at that time, I actually was writ-
ing every week in the weekly bulletin, 
as it were.  One of the thoughts that 
have been concurrent with me since 

becoming a Christian in 1970 is that we 
are all walking on a path.  It is a path to 
somewhere.  It may be the path to    
destruction, or it hopefully is the path to 
eternity with the Father of all.  We are 
traveling on a path every day of our 
lives.  My first thought was to write 
about life as I saw it from the path of 
life.  Then I remember thinking that 
these words are coming from the pastor 
of the church, so, words from “the pas-
tor” would be fitting.  So I just decided 
that if I would form a little bit of a 
“lisp,” I could connect the two and the 
heading could come from “the path” as 
I was walking it, or from the “Pathter” 
of the church.  May not make sense to 
you, but it worked for me and has been 
working for many years.  I can remem-
ber one particular Sunday that I didn’t 
include “words” in the bulletin and one 
of the parishioners said with low coun-
tenance, “I miss my words form the 
path!”  Thanks Solon Jones and, if 
you’re out there, I have never forgotten 
that, and therefore I enjoy the challenge 
each time that I sit down and prepare to 
write. 

 Speaking of “lisping,” I heard a 
story recently of a farmer who called 
the sale barn and said that he had 2,025 
pigs for sale and he wanted $100.00 for 
the lot of them.  The purchaser was 
really excited about such a transaction 
in his favor and agreed on the possible 
transaction.  The farmer pulled up in 
front of the sale barn in a beat up, old 

pickup truck.  The purchaser said, 
“Where’s the rest of the pigs.  Are they 
coming later on a semi?”  The farmer 
said, “Nope.  They’re in the back of the 
truck just like I thaid!  Two thows and 
twenty five pigths!”  

 Can you imagine, this is the 
way that I choose to enter a new year as 
I view it from the path!  Another corny 
joke!  But as I watch the daily activities 
taking place in the world, many times is 
just seems like just another corny joke.  
Surely, people can’t be serious in the 
things they say and do.  As I watch the 
morning or evening news, I have to 
chuckle at times and say to myself, 
“They can’t be serious.”  But alas, 
many of them are. 

 I can’t believe how many 
young people in our country have 
turned out to be so ……… anti- this 
country!  They mock at the sight of the 
flag and  they seem to gag at the singing 
of The Star Spangled Banner.  And of 
the many who “attempt” to sing the Na-
tional Anthem at high-dollar sporting 
events, they make a travesty of music.  
(Who ever thought of trying to make 
“see”, as in “Oh say can you see….”  A 
three syllable word!) Many look on war 
as not a means to protect us from losing 
our freedom but as an affront to their 
s p o i l e d - b r a t  l i f e  s t y l e s !         
I was intrigued recently at a particular 
holiday function as the group sang “My 
Country Tis of Thee” and then         
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Congratulations to Missy Hall; the 
winner of the Sunday School    
drawing for the month of          
November! 

 A very special thanks to the 
Men of The Church of God for coming 
out on a cold, wet, Tuesday evening for 
a called work night.  The project was to 
install the final projector on the back 
wall of the sanctuary for the benefit of 
the choir.  We appreciate the work of 
Danny Mullins, (up in the air in pic-
ture), Carroll Dale, Dennis Orr, Doug 
Fleming, Ron Large, Bill Rice, Paul 
Ison, Pastor Norb and Pastor Ben.  The 
work of erecting the scaffolding and 
work platform takes a lot of man 
power.  The job of “squirrel” (climbing) 
was done by Danny and Carroll.  
Thanks to all the men for their help and 
a job well done! 

Congratulations to Ray Hall,   
Alice Livesay, Janet Mize, and 
Charlotte Rice for having perfect 
a t t e n d a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e                       
Fall Quarter!  

Sunday School News  

SPECIAL THANKS 

Above, Carroll Dale sends a bucket of tools 
up to Danny Mullins as Ron Large and 
Dennis Orr look on. 

 

 

 

  

In John 8:12 (NRSV), Jesus said, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
….” 

 Choose the phrase that correctly 
completes this sentence. 

A. never walk in darkness but will have the 
light of life. 

B. never walk alone. 

C. be my companion always. 

D. sit at my right hand. 

 

 

 

Answer: A (See John 8:12, NRSV.) 

Bible Quiz 

Men At Work 

NEWSLETTER 

Articles or information to be       
published in next months newslet-
ter are due by the third Sunday of 
the month.  Please call or email  if 
your address/phone number has 
changed, or to add/remove      
someone from our mailing list. 
 

TO  ALL  SINGERS  & 

MUSICIANS 
If you are on the monthly   music  
schedule to sing in either the a.m. 
or p.m. service and find you    
cannot do so, it is your responsi-
bility to find a replacement. In 
addition, would you please notify 
the church office of such a 
change. Our thanks to each of you 
who serve.       

The Ministries & Program    
Council 
 

WHEN  THERE IS  A 
DEATH IN  

 THE  FAMILY 
If there is a death in your immedi-
ate family, (Parent, Sibling, 
Spouse, Child) or in the family of 
a church member, please notify 
any member (See Below) of the 
benevolence committee so the 
church may send flowers and for 
food  preparation when applica-
ble. 

The Benevolence Committee 

Mona Orr— Chair 

Phyllis Belcher 

Sue Ellen Fleming 

Diania Murphy 

Charlotte Rice 
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responded with the pledge to the flag.  
There were some young college     
students present who seemed to laugh 
and giggle and take no part in partici-
pating in either.  Instead of singing or 
“pledging” they smirked!   

 Surely, this is some type of 
corny joke, and the older generation 
has yet to be let in on it!   

 In recent days, a law has been 
enacted apparently, or so I have been 
told, that all men who served in the 
Armed Forces may now salute the 
flag, even though out of uniform, 
when the National Anthem is played 
or the pledge is recited, or the 
“colors” are presented.  It wells up in 
side of me when I am in such a con-
gregation of people and see men who 
fought for my freedom react with said 
salute.  By the same token, it repulses 
me when I see young brats laughing at 
older men who do so, and who sneer 
at the singing of our National         
Anthem.  Is this another corny joke, 
or have we really spawned such a 
generation?  Surely not! 

 A few moments before sitting 
down to write, I was listening to XM 
radio, and one of the seasonal stations 
is “Bing Crosby Christmas.”  
Throughout the Christmas season, the 
old radio productions of Bing 
Crosby’s weekly broadcast’s are 
played simultaneously.  These pro-
ductions are from back in the 1940’s 
and the war in Europe was raging full 
steam in those days.  There was con-
tinual plea for Americans to not let 
down and to continue buying the war 
bonds that would help to fund the   

effort. Americans were admonished to 
never, ever allow the boys “over 
there” to think for one moment that 
we back at home were not behind 
them.  This was what America was all 
about in those days. 

 Today, thanks mostly to the 
ACLU, (“Absolutely Clueless of Lit-
erary Understanding,” or something 
like that) young people mock the men 
and women who are giving their lives 
for our freedom.   There is so little in 
support of our national defenders.  
Whether we believe the war to be 
right or wrong, we have an obligation 
to support these brave people.  I wish 
it were possible for there to never ever 
be another war.  I wish that not one 
more drop of American blood would 
ever have to be shed.  But that is pos-
sible only in a utopian world.  But the 
fact of the matter is that this is not 
utopia!  This is the real world and we 
have to try to protect the things that 
we hold dear. 

 This coming year we as 
Christians and as Americans should 
do our best to stand for what is right.  
C’mon: We know right from wrong.  
We know that men who want to create 
bombs and weapons of mass destruc-
tion with fiendish designs to take over 
the world are wrong.  And someone 
has to stand up to these beasts and not 
allow them to oppress the world.  Let 
this be the year that we speak out and 
are heard.  We have a new president.  
Let’s pray for him that he too would 
make the wise decisions that would be 
beneficial not only to America but to 
the world.   

 As this new year begins, let 
me just say that I look forward again 
to the year and the challenges that are 
ahead for America and for the church.  
I want each of you to have a Happy 
New Year, but most of all, I pray that 
we stand for just causes, and more 
than anything, I pray you stay on the 
path with Jesus! 
P.S.  Here is a New Years wish for 
you. 

New Year’s Reflections 
Looking back                            

on the months gone by, 
As a new year starts                       
and an old one ends, 

We contemplate                          
what brought us joy, 

And we think of our loved ones 
and our friends. 

Recalling all the happy times, 
Remembering how they                    

enriched our lives 
We reflect upon                     who 

really counts, 
As the fresh and bright new year 
arrives. And when I ponder those 
who do, I    immediately think of 

you. 
Thanks for being one of the rea-

sons I’ll have a Happy  New Year! 

 

(copied) 

    

WORDS cont’d from pg. 1 

A nutty explanation 
 

 A young pastor tried to comfort a widow as 
they stood looking at her husband’s body in a casket.  

 “I know this is very hard for you,” he said. 
“But we Christians have hope. The body is only a 
husk. It is only the shell. It is what we see. But the nut 
that was in the shell has already gone to heaven.” 

How to keep warm in church 
 

1. Rush to the front of the sanctuary. That will warm you up, and you’ll avoid 
the draft in the back of the church. 

2. Invite your neighbors and friends, and sit 12 people to a pew. 

3. Seat yourself near the pulpit. Much hot air is emitted from that area. 

4. Wear thermal underwear (in the appropriate liturgical colors, of course). 

5. Wait for an unfamiliar hymn — and then watch the sparks fly! 



Important Dates: 
January ~2009~ 

1 New Year’s Day! (office closed) 

6 WCG Meeting 

7 Ministry & Programming Council Meeting 

10 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

14 Finance Council Meeting 

18 Singspiration, p.m. 

21 Christian Education Council Meeting 

25 Birthday / Anniversary Dinner, p.m. 

February 

3 WCG Meeting 

4 Ministry & Programming Council Meeting 

11 Finance Council Meeting 

14 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

Wise First Church of God 
 

Sunday:                                                                                  
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 
a.m.  Morning Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
.11:00 a.m.   Evening Worship Service. . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . .6:00 p.m.Wednesday:                                                                                     
Youth Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 
p.m. Adventure Club Choir Practice . . . . . . . . . . 
. 6:30 p.m. Adventure Club . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . 7:00 p.m.       

Wise First Church of God 
P.O. Box 980 
702 East Main Street 
Wise, VA  24293  
 

 

Phone / Fax:  276-328-8791 
Parsonage:  276-328-5749 
Pastor ’ s Cell:  276-275-1171 
Office Hours:   Monday - Friday
   10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.      

Men’s Fellowship 
Breakfast  

Saturday, Jan. 10th 
at 8:30 a.m. 

Conference room 
of Food City                   

in Wise. 


